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MONOMANIA, WITH AN ILLUSTRATIVE 
CASE. 


By T. W. Fisuer, M.D., Boston. 


Certain pathological changes originatin 

in the grey matter of the cerebral hem® 
spheres, or induced in it by eccentric irrita- 
tion, give rise to mental disturbances which 
we call insanity. When these symptoms 
are of an expansive nature with exaltation 
of self-feeling, the disordered ideas tending 
strongly to eventuate in action, we assign 
to them the generic term, mania. Instead of 
a retarded or painful activity of the nerve 
cells of the ideatorium, the usual checks 


and balances seem to have been removed, 


producing a state of unstable equilibrium, 
with too frequent and rapid nervous dis- 
charge. The normal association of ideas is 
broken up and lost in a rapid current of 
ideation, and the disordered ideas rush 
into muscular execution, without restraint. 
This general disturbance of the intellectual 
processes, with an immediate eventuation in 
action, is characteristic of acute mania. 
Being of sudden origin, marked features, 
and a rapid course, it gives rise to no ques- 
tion as to its nature, such as sometimes oc- 
.. curs in more common and chronic forms of 
mental disease. 

Monomania is a word which has become 
established by usage, but which conveys to 
many minds an incorrect idea of the disease 
so called. In common terms, a monoma- 
niac is one who is “‘ insane on one subject ” 
only, ig all other respects perfectly 
rational. This condition is denied by many, 
since jt does not accord with our ideas of 
the unity of the mind. It is hard to believe 
that the secret relations of ideas are not 
deranged when so decided a symptom as 
insanity ‘exists, if it is limited in its mani- 
festations. Evidence of the separate locali- 
zation of the so-called mental faculties is 
wanting, and still less can a definite loca- 
tion be asserted for each group of ideas. 
It is more reasonable to suppose a general 
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cerebral affection, with a limited expression, 
in the region of ideas, determined by cir- 
cumstance and perpetuated by habit, while 
the stress of disease falls on emotion and 
volition. 

This view is supported by the fact that 
monomania in the narrow sense of a single 
delusion is very rare, and occurs oftenest 
in cases of hypochondria. The underlying 
disease is melancholia, with exaggeration 
of certain physical symptoms, some one of 
which becomes in the patient’s mind the 
basis of a delusion. He fancies his | 
are of glass, or his head a diamond, and 
like. Or he has a snake in his stomach; 
or he is a lobster because his body turns 
red after a hot bath. The term monomania 
was perhaps well enough suited to these 
cases when insanity was considered an ex- 
clusively intellectual phenomenon; when 
the inexact observation of former times per- 
ceived in a single prominent delusion the 
‘whole disease. The term is, however, now 
often used carelessly to designate serious 
and deep-seated insanity, ifthe prominent 
symptom is disorder in some special group 
of ideas. 

The definition of Griesinger does not 
convey the usual insufficient conception of 
this form of mental disease. He says: 
‘‘ Under the term monomania are compre- 
hended those states of exaltation which 
are characterized by affirmative, expansive 
emotions, accompanied by persistent over- 
estimation of self, and the extravagant, 
fixed, delirious conceptions which proceed 
therefrom.”’ 

The all-comprehending nature of mono- 
mania is shown at once in the central symp- 
tom of self-exaltation, which manifests it- 
self in vanity, pride, haughtiness, pre- 
sumption, or audacity. This affirmative 
disposition is persistent, and will not brook 
opposition. 

The of volition is correspondingly 
exalted, and manifests itself, not usually 
in immediate action, as in mania, but in ex- 
travagant projects, which seem feasible to 
the patient, who thinks himself capable of 
anything. The desire for the manifestation 


of power, common to all forms of mani 
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is here controlled and kept in check by the 


snes, and finally to prescribe for his 
nds. 


series of fixed morbid ideas which preside | frie 


over the will. 

The intellect, as well as the emotions 
and the will, suffers in monomania. Out 
of the numerous trains of exalted thought 
which at the outset present themselves, the 
mind naturally fixes upon some one appro- 

riate channel for its expansive tendencies. 
is may be determined by chance, or by 
previous tastes and habits, but once chosen, 
the delirious ideas maintain considerable 
independence, and tend to develope and 
express themselves, in their own sphere of 
action. 

The conduct is what logically would re- 
sult from the above stated condition of the 
intellect, emotions and will. The patient 
generally assumes some exalted office, or 
mission, which absorbs, sooner or later, his 
whole mental and physical activity. His 
relations with his family and with society 
are disturbed and broken up, and he be- 
comes the slave of his delusions. By force 
of a diseased will, he tries to bend every- 
thing to the accomplishment of his insane 
plans. From choice, and for a purpose, 
such a patient may, however, fulfil the or- 
dinary requirements of society, and even 
prove expert in concealing or explaining 
away his insane schemes if they are in 
danger. Opposition, when not too formida- 
ble, is sure to excite to acts of vidlence, as 
the most ready means of repelling inter- 
-ference. The restraints of the family and 
intimate friends are quite likely to be re- 
sented forcibly. 

Monomania, therefore, instead of being a 

artial insanity, superficial, trivial and un- 
important, is really of extreme gravity, 
since it profoundly involves those organic 
centres controlling the emotions of the in- 
tellect and the will. Griesinger says, in 
so many words, that “it is to be considered 
a much more serious affection than mania.”’ 
Mania is a storm which soon expends its 
fury, while monomania is a current, deep, 
dark, and often dangerous. 1 wish to put 
a case, with which I have been much occu- 
pied the past year, to the test of Griesinger’s 
definition. 

A gentleman, 72 years old, originally of 
eccentric habits, and insane tendencies, 
was, 30 years ago, cured, as he thought, of 
acute rheumatism, by Thomsonian remedies. 
On his recovery, he determined to do some- 
thing, sooner or later, for this system of 

ractice, at that time somewhat in vogue. 
tYo that end he began to collect’ newspaper 
items, and to read books bearing on his 


Ten years ago, after retiring from busi- 
ness, he began to devote more time to his 
ueer researches. The copperplates of 
omson’s portrait, an ancient medical 
dictionary, and other now obsolete books, 
were his most valued possessions. He 
published, about this time, two pamphlets, 
which he regarded with great satisfaction. 
One of them, singularly enough, was not in 
the line of his medical inquiries, but pur- 
rted to be a new plan for reforming the 
anguage. Under the two captions “‘ Age 
of Words and Phrases’”’ and ‘‘Grammar’”’ 
were assembled nearly thirty pages of dis- 
connected and incoherent sentences, made 
more confusing still by the constant inter- 
polation of synonyms, abbreviations with- 
out method, and other extravagancies. To 
read a page, is to risk a headache, and to 
through the book at a sitting would be 
ittle short of madness. 

The second pamphlet, entitled ‘‘ Track 
No. 1,’”’ is more readable from the absence of 
the fantastic and distracting verbal construc- 
tion of the former. It is still a good speci- 
men, from beginning to end, of incoherency 
of ideas. There is also occasional verbal in- 
coherence, and, throughout, the most ab- 
surd ideas are expressed with a gravity 
and earnestness born only of an insane 
conviction. The writer says, ‘‘ We have 
been so excited with joy, when, after twenty 
hours’ study, followed day after day, we 
found we could discover no failure in these 
principles (!) that our body, and our voice, 
too, has shaken for days afterwards like a 
ary’ leaf in the wind.”’ 

he private thought in this so-called 
system is the use of the syringe, of which 
the writer makes himself the champion, 
offering rewards to clergymen who will 
advocate its use from the pulpit, and to the 
city fathers, if they will provide facilities 
for its public use, and urging all hotels to 
provide injections for guests on arrival. It 
is unnecessary to particularize further, 
when all is so absurd. Suffice it to say 
that under the guise of a system which was 
to restore mankind to health and happiness, 
and prove its author the benefactor of his 
race, is found a mere tissue of incoherent 
nonsense. 

Six years ago, in further pursuance of 
his schemes for the apotheosis of ,the syr- 
inge, he added to his brick house, situated 
in the heart of the city, a story and a half, 
and built against its rear windows a wooden 
structure, quite filling up his back yard. 
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These additions, made and fitted up with 
steam boxes, water-closets, and bath-tubs 
in each room, he called his hospital. To 
sustain this impracticable and expensive 
institution, he, from time to time, drafted, 
and attempted to execute, wills, leaving 
large uests to it. These were so ab- 
surd that he was unable to prevail upon his 
legal adviser to complete them. Ile never 
succeeded in getting his hospital officered, 
even, and it is in fact wholly unfit for any 
hospital purpose whatever, and is, more- 
over, a damage to the estate. 

Three years ago, he withdrew more and 
more from his family and society, living, 
night and day, in an attic room, surrounded 
by his literary scraps, and devoting his 
time, far into the night, to the preparation 
of a more elaborate exposition of his medi- 
cal system. This new work, of which he 

ublished a dozen 8, is entitled ‘‘ The 

erbal Physician,”’ and is in the form of a 
drama, cut short at the twelfth page. Its 
style is tolerably coherent, being largely 
the work of hired amanuenses, who were 
constantly in his employ. Under these 
circumstances, his health was rapidly fail- 
ing. Want of a proper amount of sleep 
and nourishment, with the naturally pro- 

ive nature of the last — of his 

isease, had so seriously impaired his health, 

that he expressed to me his fear of dying 
before finishing his last great work. 

In this state of things his wife sought 
my advice to determine whether his case 
did not require interference. It was evi- 
dent to Dr. Thaxter, who also saw him, as 
well as to myself, that hospital restraint 
was imperatively demanded to arrest the 
insane habits which were proving so rapidly 
destructive. It was believed that rest, 
sleep, food, and suitable medical treatment 
would prolong his life, and add comfort to 
his last years. The patient had proved 
violent in several instances, and kept his 
family in constant fear and subjection to his 
least whim. He confessed to me his sus- 

icions of the sanity of his family, and his 
belief in their intent to kill him, and he 
showed on several occasions by his con- 
duct that these suspicions and this belief 
were genuine, and not assumed. It further 
seemed that his management of his property 
was entirely controlled by his delirious 
ideas, and that his purse and estate were 
literally at the disposal of anyone who 
should set himself about deceiving him. 
His credulity in the direction of his delu- 
sions was great. 

Several months’ opposition b “om coun- 
sel resulted in the denial of wa | relief. The 


court admitted the probable existence of 
incipient insanity, but considered the evi- 
dence for waste of property, and of dan 
to the community, as insufficient. 
wife’s testimony, always the most valuable 
in such cases, was not put in, and the 
tient himself was not examined. His 
ease, ably seconded by a weekly and some- 
times daily use of a sweat, emetic and an 
injection, proved fatal in a few months 
more. 
The first and essential feature in Griesin- 
ger’s definition of monomania was strongly 
marked in this case. It is seen in the dis- 
parity between his extravagant claims 
and his utterly inadequate performances. 
Nothing short of an insane conviction of 
infallibility could bridge over such a gulf. 
It is shown in his pretensions as a medical 
reformer, and in his scheme for renovatin 
the language, based on a chaos of unread- 
able sentences. It was further shown, 
in the acts of petty household tyranny, by 
which his morbid will continually enforced 
itself. It found expression in such words 
as these, ‘‘ J am my family!” and “ this hat 
covers my family.’’ The fact that this pa- 
tient was allowed for years to go on unre- 
strained in his exactions and expenditures, 
exhibits the power of this diseased self- 
assertion over ordinary minds. 
Emotional disorder was shown in irasci- 
bility, resulting at times in personal vio- 
lence; also by fears and suspicions of dan- 
ger, leading to strange defensive precau- 
tions, based on the expressed belief in the 
insanity of those about him, and upon 
legel: attempts on his life. The disposi- 
tion, amiable at times, was subject to sud- 
den variations and contradictions ; extreme 
harshness and severity following kindness 
without warning. There was parsimony in 
household expenditures, while no expense 
was spared to further his insane projects. 
The intellectual disorder showed the 
usual one-sided development which alone 
gives pertinency to the term monomania, 
while the judgment was fatally impaired 
with reference to the value of his delirious 
ideas. Upon matters of business routine, he 
retained a fair amount of reasoning power. 
Under the stimulus of legal proceedings, 
and aided by able counsel, he made a very 
efficient defence against the charge of men- 
tal disease. He used in conversation the 
stereotyped. arguments with a _ certain 
shrewdness common enough among the 
insane. There was a display of cunnin 
which sometimes overleaped its object, an 
was far removed from the defensive action 
of a healthy mind. Technical skill and a 
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knowledge of affairs are often found in 
cases of general insanity, and should excite 
no astonishment in a case like the above. 

With such evidence of incoherence as 
the pamphlets alluded to afford, with hun- 
dreds of still more fantastic scraps in manu- 
scyipt, to say nothing of the abortive wills, 
and the standing proof of his so-called hos- 
pital, no question of profound intellectual 
aberration can be entertained. In fact, as 
is so often the case, this patient had a half- 
suspicion of his own sanity; for he asks, in 
one of his manuscript scraps, ‘‘ Am I insane, 
or is all the world becoming so? ”’ 

His conduct, from first to last, was | 
cally consistent with his delusions, and with 
the form of mania above described. As his 
writings were the organic outgrowth of his 
disease, so his actions were the necessary 
expressions of his disordered ideas and 
feelings. And, finally, his persistent use 
of his own exhausting remedies, his last 
business acts, and testamentary disposition 
of his property, proved his disease to be 
strong in death. 

I did not intend to make further comment 
on this case, which, however briefly pre- 
sented here, was of almost typical perfec- 
tion. Had the legal relief sought for been 
obtained, I am sure this patient might 
have enjoyed several more years of life in 
comparative comfort. The restraint of a 
hospital, or even of a guardian of his person 
and property might have prevented the 
slow suicide of his peculiar mode of life. 
I do not pretend to interpret the law as it 
stands on the statute books, nor the higher 
law which sometimes hampers it, consist- 
ing inacheap popular sentiment for per- 
sonal liberty at all hazards. 

Taking the common sense view of this 
case, here was an insane man, whose life 
would certainly be prolonged and his com- 
fort enhanced by a certain amount of re- 
straint, to be regulated experimentally by 
persons legally authorized and responsible. 
Lhe sole objections usually raised in such 
cases are those relating to the loss of per- 
sonal liberty, and to the designs of relatives 
on the patient’s estate. When an insane 
man restrains the personal liberty of his 
family for years, and to his own detriment 
also, in a way to put to shame the worst 
regulated hospital, I think the weight of 
sympathy should go with the majority. 

he designs of relatives, to say nothing of 
the deeper designs of strangers, who would 
find no trouble in leading a willing hobby 
to their stable, would seem to be best met 
by a legal esgoee) Fortunately, or unfor- 
tunately, law and public sentiment agree 


ogi- | house of Dr. Dwight, Dr. 


in allowing an insane person to go to de- 
struction in his own way, and to take his 
family part way with him, provided he 
keeps on good terms with the world outside. 


Reports of Medical Societies, 


THE BOSTON SOCIETY OF MEDICAL SCIENCES. 
J. ORNE GREEN, M.D., SECRETARY. 


Fes. 7th, 1871.—The Society met at the 
te in the 
chair. 


Dr. White showed under the microsco 
some tufts of hair from the head ofa lady 
which presented appearances entirely dif- 
ferent from anything which he had ever 
seen, or which are mentioned in any of the 
latest works on the hair. The specimen 
shown consisted of a mass of hair which 
ramified and twisted on itself, resembling 
the twisting and intertwisting of some of 
the South American parasitic vines. The 
specimen was entirely unique, and no 
—e was able to give any explanation 
of it. 

Dr. Nichols mentioned some experiments 
which he had undertaken to determine the 
character of an eruption which appeared on 
three members of the same family, and 
which was referred by them to drinking the 
milk of cows afflicted with epizoétic disease. 
The eruption began as vesicles on different 
parts of the body and in the mouth; these be- 
came small ulcers, with a viscid discharge re- 
sembling syphilitic ulcers, and Dr. Nichols 
saw the family with Dr. H. E. Marion, on 
account of cup-shaped ulcers in the mouth. 
The disease had then lasted three or four 
weeks; the general health was good. The 
ulcers healed readily under a stimulating 
treatment. Quills were dipped in the dis- 
charge from these ulcers, and from these, a 
few days after, rabbits were inoculated on 
the body. In all so inoculated, vesicles 
were produced in the mouth and on the 
body, and death followed in from two to 
three days. The same effects were pro- 
duced by inoculating rabbits with the lymph 
from cows affected with epizoitic disease. 
The same milk used by this family had been 
distributed to many persons in Roxbury be- 
fore the milkman knew that the cows were 
diseased; several of these persons had 
been affected in the same way that these 
patients were. 

Although the eruption from epizoitic dis- 
ease was very rare in man, Dr. Nichols 
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stated that Prof. Hertwig, of Berlin, by 
way of experiment had drunk one quart of 
diseased milk a day, and after several days 
vesicles had appeared in the mouth and be- 
tween the fingers; no eruption, however, 
had, so far as he knew, been reported on 
the lower extremities, although it existed 
in these cases. 

Dr. Amory said that a gentleman of his 
acquaintance had taken the milk from cows 
slightly diseased without vesicles on the 
— but it had produced no effect on 


m. 

In reply to Dr. White, Dr. Nicholssaid that 
he had made no microscopic examination of 
the milk to see whether, as has been said, 
it contained pus. | 

Marca 7th, 1871. The Society met at 
the house of Dr. Richardson, Dr. Homans 
in the chair. ; 

Dr. Fitz read a , illustrated by spe- 
cimens, describing the anatomical structure 
of a series of cysts of the lumbar lymphatic 
glands, considered by him to be due to ob- 
structed lymph vessels. [This paper ap- 

ared in the number of this Journat for 

arch 23d, 

Dr. Dwight said that he had thought the 
origin of the ular corpuscles was in 
cysts, a fatty degeneration of the epithe- 

elium or in the brain, a degeneration of 
the glia cells ; he had never seen a granu- 
ae oe shut in by an epithelial cyst as in 


case. 

Dr. Webber read a review of the experi- 
mental researches of Messrs. Masius and 
Vaulais with regard to the anatomical and 
functional regeneration of the spinal cord. 
‘‘ The anatomy of the filium terminale had 
been studied and shown to resemble in its 
different sections the various stages of em- 
bryonic development of the human cord. 
Preliminary experiments were made to learn 
the regions supplied by the different nerves, 
and to learn also the centres for reflex ac- 
tion of the different nerves. Two millime- 
- tres were removed from the cord at differ- 
ent levels between the third and sixth ver- 
tebre. After a month or more, voluntary 
motion was slowly restored, and still later 
sensation and reflex action were also restored 
over the small space where it had been lost. 
In one case, where the cord was examined 
one month after the operation, a gelatinous 
substance was found between the ends of 
the cord, and in this were cells resembling 
nerve cells and fibres resembling those of 
Remak. Voluntary motion was first re- 
stored, and, subsequently, sensation.” 

Dr. Jeffries said that in a report of an 


amputation of the fin 
nitrous oxide, which had recently read, 
the an ia had been found sufficient, 
but the spasmodic contraction of the mus- 
cles was so great that considerable force 
was necessary to straighten the fingers. 
At the last meeting of the Society he had 
spoken of the same spasmodic contraction 
of the muscles of the eye in a patient of 
his, and since that meeting he had again 
used the gas as an anesthetic, and in this 
case also had a very strong contraction of 
the orbicularis whenever the probe touch- 
ed the eye. He asked if this same muscu- 
lar contraction was to be seen in animals. 

Dr. Amory, in reply, stated that in ani- 

this was not seen, but that with them 
he had used the gas more freely than he 
should do with aman ; he considered that the 
fault lay in the imperfect anesthesia, as the 
same contraction could be seen in a person 
not fully etherized. He thought there 
would be no danger from the nitrous oxide 
if the gas was removed as soon as the res- 
piration began to cease, for he should ex- 
pect respiration to begin again ae 

Dr. Jeffries said that dentists compl 
that patients become accustomed to the gas, 
and require more and more each time to 
produce insensibility. 

Dr. Amory had never observed this in 
animals, and he thought it might be due to 
the fact that the gas became weaker by 
being kept under water, as it usually is. 


Apnit 4th, 1871. The Society met at the 
house ‘of Dr. Warren, Dr. Knight in the 
chair 


r, under the use of 


Dr. Warren showed, under the micro- 
scope, sections of a psammoma of the brain, 
and read a paper on the minute structure of 
these growths. 

‘‘ Psammoma ( mos—sand) is a name 
given to a most frequent- 
ly within the cranial cavity, and so called on 
account of the presence of calcareous mat- 
ters, which are nearly always found in it, 
similar to what we find in the pineal glands, 
pacchionian bodies and the dura mater. The 
quantity of sand is sometimes very great, 
so that we can feel the particles and detect 
them with the naked eye, while at other 
times they can only be seen by the aid of 
the microscope. A thin section of one of 
these tumors, examined under the micro- 
scope, shows the presence of a large num- 
ber of round bodies made up of concentric 
layers, in the middle of which is deposited 
the calcareous matter. The calcareous mat- 
ter is not, however, always in the centre, 
but may be deposited at two or three points 
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at once, or it may generally begin at the 
centre and spread outwards from layer to 
layer. These concentric bodies are found 
to be made up of connective tissue cells, 
which are somewhat flattened, and which, 
according to Steudner( Virchow’s Archives), 
lose their nuclei and run together into a 
homogeneous mass, which forms in concen- 
tric layers, and in which the calcareous 
matter is deposited. This deposit may 
continue until the whole body is changed 
into a homogeneous calcareous ball. The 
calcareous matter can easily be dissolved 
out and the organic basis be reproduced. 

. “The sandy bodies are not always found 
deposited in these cellular bodies, but are 
seen lying between bundles of connective 
tissue fibres. 

“In addition to the concentric bodies, 
we find a large number of cellular elements 
in the tumor and a stroma of connective 
tissue fibres containing bloodvessels. The 
greater part of the sandy bodies which 
we find on the membranes of the brain are, 
according to Virchow, not of an organic 
origin like these, but are simply to be con- 
sidered as concretions. This form of tumor 
he considers to be undoubtedly of a con- 
nective tissue origin and not epithelial, as 
it is supposed to be by Robin, who considers 
it to be developed from the epithelium of 
the arachnoid, and the concentric bodies to 
be nothing less than balls of epithelium 
cells, such as are found in epithelial cancer. 

According to Ranvier and Cornil, the 
psammoma is developed from the flattened 
cells in the walls of the vessels. These 
form in a little sac which communicates 
with the cavity of the vessel. The calca- 
reous matter is then deposited in these cells, 
giving rise to a form of phlebolite. The 
name given by them to this growth is ‘ sar- 
coma angio-lithique.’ 

““They occur most frequently in those 
parts in which in the normal state sandy 
material is found—on the choroid plexus, 
the lateral ventricle. They are also found 
in the dura mater, and even in the brain 
substance. When on the dura mater, they 
are frequently accompanied by a chronic 
pachymeningitis, which fact would speak 
for an inflammatory origin. 

‘*‘ Analogous formations are found also in 
the submaxillary and lymphatic glands, and 
sometimes in the spleen and other places. 
It is not, however, in psammoma alone that 
sandy bodies are to be found. They are 
also occasionally to be seen in cancer of 
the breast, one or two instances of which 
I have myself had an opportunity to ob- 
serve. They have also been observed in 


other growths. Virchow and Billroth con- 
sider psammoma as allied to sarcoma. 
Steudner places it between fibroma and the 
firm spindle-cell sarcoma. Its growth is 
generally very slow.”’ 

In reply to Dr. Fitz, Dr. Warren said that 
the reaction of iodine had not been tried on 
the specimen, because it had already been 
hardened when he received it. In his micro- 
scopic examination, however, he had not 
found anything characteristic of corpora 
amylacea. 


ANNUAL CONVENTION OF THE AMERICAN 
MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 


First Day. 

Tae twenty-second Convention of the 
American Medical Association was opened 
in Pacific Hall, San Francisco, Cal., on 
Tuesday morning, May 2d, at 11 o’clock. 
The present officers are: President, Dr. 
Alfred Stillé, of Pennsylvania; Vice-Presi- 
dents, Dr. J. S. Wetherby, of Alabama, 
Dr. Henry Gibbons, of California, Dr. G. J. 
Heard, of Texas, Dr. Samuel Willey, of 
Minnesota. Permanent Secretary, Dr. W. 
B. Atkinson, Philadelphia; Assistant Sec- 
retary, Dr. Joseph Tucker, of California; 
Treasurer, Dr. Cas Wistar, of Pennsyl- 
vania; Librarian, Dr. F. A. Ashford, of 
District of Columbia. 

Dr. Arthur Stout, of San Francisco, called 
the meeting to order, and introduced the 
President of the Association, Dr. Alfred 
Stillé. 

President Stillé received a warm greet- 
ing from the meeting. He introduced the 
Right Rev. Bishop Kip, of California, who 
invoked Divine blessing upon the proceed- 
ings of the convention. 

The report of the Committee upon Cre- 
dentials was called for. Dr. Stout, the 
Chairman, delivered an address in which he 
heartily welcomed the members to the hos- 
pitalities of California. 

Dr. Stout reported that the registration 
had not yet been completed, two hundred ° 
members having thus far been registered. 

On motion, the Committee were given 
until Wednesday to present their report. 

A letter was read from Prof. S. D. Gross, 
of Philadelphia, ex-President of the Asso- 
ciation, regretting his inability to attend 
the sessions of the Convention. It was 
ordered spread on the minutes. 

On motion of Dr. Stout, all members of 
the California State Medical Society not 
delegates were invited to sit as members 
by invitation. 

The President commenced his annual ad- 
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dress by calling attention to the vast oar | 
which had taken place’in the State of Cali 
fornia during the quarter of a century of 
the existence of this Society. He then ad- 
verted to the objects for which the Asso- 
ciation was formed, and the progress which 
had been made in the profession, as he felt, 
by itsagency. Further maturity, however, 
he said, was needed, a higher wth was 
to be looked for ; the idea of development 
in education is as natural and as necessary 
as it is in the poe of an organized being. 
In speaking of advance in professional edu- 
cation, he considered it a fact that, al- 
though scarcely one of the many reforms 
recommended by the Association had been 
formally adopted by the colleges, medical 
education has been continually improving. 
Obstacles to farther and more rapid im- 
provement exist and must be met. 

‘‘Either some one institution must be 
endowed so as to be rendered independent 
of its rivals, ora number of the leading 
schools must agree together to adopt a 
curriculum in harmony with the present 
state of medicine, and with the system of 
instruction pursued in the principal schools 
of the world. Of these two conditions 
there seems no prospect whatever that the 
first can be fulfilled. The execution of the 


second depends entirely on the good will | W: 


of the colleges that are interested in the 
decision. No one can act alone ; and every 
effort to induce several of them to enter 
into a compact which shall be of mutual 
obligation, and not to be abrogated without 
the consent of all the contracting parties, 
or, at least, a large majority of them, has 
hitherto proved unavailing. What motives, 
if any, will determine the adoption of a 
different policy, may be conjectured, but 
need not be suggested; yet it is safe to 
affirm that if the profession at large were 
to lend their support to those colleges and 
only those which determine to carry out 
essentially the recommendations of the con- 
ventions of medical teachers held at Cin- 
’ cinnati in 1867, and at Washington in 1870, 
we should soon enjoy the benefits of a sys- 
tem of education which would place the 
American medical profession upon a perfect 
equality with that of the most favored 
country.” 

Dr. Stillé spoke, in sequence, of quackery, 
of the question of women entering the pro- 
fession, of colored physicians, of the grant- 
ing of diplomas, of the right of colleges to 
revoke the diplomas of men who leave the 
ranks of legitimate medicine for quackery, 
and of alcoholic stimulants as medicines. 


At the conclusion of the address a vote 
of thanks was accorded to the President. 

Several invitations of an agreeable nature 
were extended to the members of the Asso- 
ciation, which were accepted. 

The reports of a large number of Com- 
mittees were expected. But few of them 
responded to the invitation of the Chair, 
and those principally to gain time. The 
report ‘‘On Protest of Naval Surgeons, 
&c.,’”’ by Dr. S. W. Ruschenberger, U.S.N., 
was read and was laid on the table. That 
“‘Qna National Medical School,” by Dr. 
Francis Gurney Smith, of Pennsylvania, 
was received and adopted. That on “ Crimi- 
nal Abortion”? was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Obstetrics. That on “ Medical 
Education”? was sent in printed by Dr. 
Geddin That on “ Prize Essays,” by 
Dr. T. M. Logan, was read. The reports 
on the ‘‘ Climatology and Epidemics,” of 
various States, were for the most part con- 
tinued till next year. That on the “‘ Climate, 
&c., of California,” by Dr. F. W. Hatch, 
was referred to the Special Committee on 
the subject. A voluntary communication 
on ‘‘ The Operations for Stone,’’ was referred 
to the Committee on Surgery. After some 
discursive remarks by various members, 
the meeting was adjourned to 10, A.M., on 
ednesday. 


Seconp Day. 


Tae Association met at 10.00, A.M., pur- 
suant to adjournment. The attendance was 


he minutes of Tuesday’s session were 
read and approved. 

The Committee of Arrangements and 
Credentials reported the names of accredited 
delegates and permanent members of the 
American Medical Association. 
lowing members were present from the 
New England States :— 

Connecticut.—E. R. Hunt, W. Woodruff, 
J. W. Phelps, Chas. L. Ives, Levi Ives, L. 
N. Beardsley, F. L. Dibble, W. B. DeForrest, 
B. H. Catlin, Alfred North, Moses C. White, 
Sheldon Beardsley, H. D. Holton, Henry 
McKnight. 

Massachuselts.—George N. Thomson, H. 
R. Storer, E. Cutter, E. B. Moore. 

New Hampshire.—John W. Parsons, J. 
L. Swett. 

Rhode Island.—L. F. C. Garvin, G. L. 
Collins. 

Dr. Ames, of Minnesota, moved that the 
report, with the exception of that portion 
referring to the members by invitation, be 
accepted. 
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Dr. Storer moved to amend the motion, 
in that the report be accepted as a whole, 
and not as at present adopted. 

Dr. Toner desired to have the relations of 
Dr. Thomas (of Philadelphia) to the Asso- 
ciation defined. 

Dr. Henry Gibbons doubted the propriety 
of catechizing members, after the Commit- 
tee had accepted their names. It would 
establish a bad precedent, aside from creat- 
ing unhealthy wrangles. He suggested 
the reference of the Thomas case to the 
Committee on Ethics—but he believed such 
a Committee did not exist. 

Dr. Pinkney attempted to define his 
tion, &c., but was declared out of order. 


Dr. Pancks moved that the case of Dr. | Let 


Thomas be referred to the Committee on 
. Ethics; if none existed—holding over from 
last year—one might be appointed. 

The President stated that Dr. Thomas 
was in full communion with the Associa- 
tion; no case for consideration existed. 

Dr. Toner moved that the vote a 
the report of the Committee on Credent 
was accepted, be reconsidered. 

Declared out of order. 

Dr. Thomas arose to a 
lege, and enumerated the Medical Societies 
in Philadelphia with which he was con- 
nected. 

Dr. Storer remarked that Dr. T.’s expla- 
nation did not satisfy him. It showed that 
the gentleman was in better standing than 
he had supposed, but he favored the refe- 
rence of the matter to the Committee on 
Ethics. 

A delegate suggested that Dr. Pearson, 
of Woodland, occupied questionable rela- 
tions with the Association. 

Dr. Johnson, of Missouri, endorsed Dr. 
Pearson as a highly educated physician and 
able practitioner. 

The Dr. Thomas case was finally referred 
to the Committee on Ethics by a vote of 85 
to 15. 

Dr. Il. Gibbons stated that there was no 
Committee on Ethics in existence. 

The President, by vote of the Association, 
was authorized to appoint a Committee on 
Ethics at an early day. 

Dr. Logan presented a list of members of 
the San Francisco Medical Society, and 
moved that they be declared mem of 
the Association by invitation. 

Dr. Stout favored the motion, and recited 
cogent reasons for his action. California, 
situated on the verge of the continent, and 
yet in her infancy, failed to afford some of 
the facilities for progress found in the East. 


Medical Societies were not numerous here, 
and chances for physicians to become eligi- 
ble for membership to the National Soci 
were comparatively few. It was for 
reason that he supported the motion. 

Dr. Simmons, as one of the Committee 
on Credentials, would have been pleased to 
recommend the gentlemen for membership, 
but found the Constitution prohibited such 
action. 

Dr. Davis, of Chicago (Ill.), said that 
there were other medical gentlemen, out- 
side of those in the list read by Dr. Logan, 
who were desirous of becoming members of 


posi- | the Association. The speaker did not favor 


excluding the gentlemen, by any means. 
them come in and witness our proceed- 
ings; extend cordial invitations to them to 
mingle with members of the Association ; 
but they cannot be admitted as members. 
The Constitution would not permit the pas- 
sage of the motion offered by Dr. Logan— 
and the Association must cling to the Con- 
stitution. 

Dr. Logan’s motion was lost, and a mo- 
tion to invite the applicants to visit the 
meetings of the Association prevailed. 

Dr. Yandell, of Kentucky, read a report 
of the Committee on Medical Education, 

repared by Dr. Geddings, of South Caro- 
ina. In a private letter, Dr. Geddings no- 
tified the Association that the entire report 
was written by himself, without consulting 
other members of the Committee. 

On motion, the report was accepted and 
referred to the Committee on Publication. 

In the discussion of the report, conside- 
rable time was occupied by appeals from 
the decisions of the Chair, &c. 

Dr. Henry Gibbons extended still farther 
invitations to the members, which were ac- 


r. Gibbons read an article on Vaccina- 
tion, published in a homceopathic journal,* 
by Dr. Henry A. Martin, with his official 
title as Chairman of Committee on Vaccina- 
tion of the American Medical Association 
affixed. The opinions enunciated by the 
writer seemed to grate harshly on the ears 
of members of the profession. When he 
had finished reading the article, Dr. Gibbons 
moved for a reconsideration of the vote, 
whereby Dr. Martin was continued Chair- 
man of the Committee on Vaccination for 
another year. The gentleman had insulted 
each and every member of the Association 
by the publication, and in justice to them- 
selves immediate action should be taken in 
the matter. 


® The New England Medical Gazette, January, 1871. 
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Dr. Storer was unacquainted with the 
circumstances of the case, and felt that the 
Association should suspend judgment until 
Dr. Martin could be heard. 

Members called for a second reading of 
the article. 

Dr. Gibbons read the first few lines. 

Members—‘‘ That's enough.”’ 

Dr. Dawson said that the article was an 
insult to every member of the Association, 
and moved that Dr. Martin be expelled as 
a member of the Association. 

Dr. Bibb offered an amendment, that a 
committee of three be appointed to prefer 
charges against the gentleman. 

Dr. Davis suggested the reference of the 
matter to the Massachusetts State Medical 
Society, to which Dr. Martin belonged. 

Dr. Johnson gave Massachusetts a shot 
for her delinquencies ; many of the mem- 
bers consorted with homcopathists in that 
State, hence nothing would be accomplished 
by referring the matter to the local Socie ty 
there. 

Dr. Stout offered an amendment to Dr. 
Bibb’s motion—that the matter be referred 
to the Committee on Ethics. 

Dr. Gibbons’s motion to remove prevailed ; 
Dr. Stout’s amendment to refer the matter 
to the Committee on Ethics was also passed. 

The Committee on Ethics was appointed 
by the Chair, and consists of Dr. Hen 
Gibbons, Dr. Davis, of Chicago, Dr. F. S. 
Smith, Dr. Parsons and Dr. Toner. 

A motion to refer all questions of mem- 
bership and character to the Committee on 
Ethics prevailed. 

Several protests. from Connecticut, Mas- 
sachusetts and New York were referred to 
the Committee on Ethics. 

Dr. T. M. Logan, of Sacramento, Chair- 
man of the Committee on Prize Essays, ree 

rted in favor of —— prizes as fol- 

ows: First prize—to E. R. Taylor, of Sac- 
ramento, for essay upon the ‘ Chemical 
Constitution of the Bile.’”’ Second prize— 
to Benj. Howard, M.D., of New York, for 
essay upon ‘‘ The direct method of artificial 
respiration for the treatment of persons ap- 
ntly dead from suffocation, from drown- 
ing, or from other causes.’’ Several other 
essays were received and considered. 

On motion, the Committee on Prize Es- 
says were instructed to return essays to 
writers when desired. 

Dr. Davis, of Chicago, member of the 
Committee on Resolutions, appointed at the 
meeting of the Association in 1869, submit- 
ted an elaborate report, closing with the 
following resolutions: 

Resolved, That each State and local Medi- 

Vout. VII.—No. 20a 


cal Society be requested to provide, as a 
permanent part of its organization, a Board 
of Censors for determining the educational 
qualifications of such young men as pro 

to commence the study of medicine, and 
that no member of such Societies be per- 
mitted to receive a student into his office 
until such student presents a certificate of 
proper preliminary education from the Cen- 
sors appointed for that purpose, or a degree 
from some literary college of known good 
standing. 

Resolved, That a more complete o 
zation of the profession in each State is 
greatly needed, for the purpose of affordin 
a more efficient basis, both for educatio 
and scientific purposes. | 

Resolved, That a committee of three be 
appointed for the purpose of continuing the 
correspondence with the State Medical 
Societies, and of asking their earnest atten- 
tion to the foregoing resolutions, in addition 
to those submitted for their action in 1869. 

Dr. Moore, of St. Louis, offered a resolu- 
tion that all medical colleges charge $100 as 
the fee for a course of lectures, and that a 
forfeiture of this rule shall exclude such 
college from representation in the Conven- 
tion. After a protracted discussion, the 
resolution was voted down, on the ground 
that quality of education does not » soe 


on ge 
resolutions offered were all tabled, 


and the Convention then adjourned until 
Thursday. 


Tmrep Day. 


Tue Association assembled pursuant to 
adjournment. In the absence of Dr. Stillé, 
Dr. Henry Gibbons assumed the chair. 

The Committee on Publication reported 
that the copy of Vol. XXI. was put into the 
hands of the printer on May 26th, 1870, 
but in consequence of the necessity of as- 
certaining definitely, by means of circulars 
distributed to the members of the Associa- 
tion, how many copies it would be neces- 
sary or safe to print, the volume was not 
fairly started until the Ist of July. They 
then went to press, and 650 copies were 
printed. The report is accompanied by a 
table, exhibiting the number of copies of 
each volume, and the number disposed of 
since the last report. 

The Treasurer’s report was read by the 
Secretary, from which we learn that the re- 
ceipts during the year were $3,802.88; dis- 
bursements $3,098.56 ; the balanee on hand 
is $704.32. The Treasurer reiterates the 
hope that the Association will not refer any 
matter to the Committee on Publication not 
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of real value, as all-the matter thus referred 
must be published, at times causing the 
volume of transactions to cost more than 
the sum fixed for its purchase by members. 

Referred to the Committee on Publication. 


The + rt of the Librarian, F. A. Ash- 
ford, M.D., of Washington, was received 
and read. Ile reported that the books en- 


trusted to his custody by his predecessors 
had been well preserved at the Smithsonian 
Institute, through the kindness of Prof. 
Henry and its Regents. Three hundred 
and thirty-nine volumes, including pam- 

ets, monograms, &c., composed the col- 

tion at the date of the last report, and 
the additional matter received during the 
past year has been chiefly a continuation of 
the medical and surgical journals. The 
report is replete, with important sugges- 
tions. 

Referred to the Committee on Publication. 

Association of Siperintendents of Insane 
Asylums.—John C. Atlee, M.D., delegate 
to the Association of Medical Superintend- 
ents of American Institutions forthe Insane, 
made a report, following which Dr. Storer 
offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the Association of Super- 
intendents of Institutions for the treatment 
of the Insane and the American Medical 
Association should be more closely united, 
and that the meetings of the two Associa- 


Dr. Johnson, of Missouri, presented a 
report from a Special Committee, suggest- 
ing a plan for the elevation of medical at- 
tainments and establishment of a National 
Academy of Medicine. Referred to Com- 
mittee on Education. 

Dr. Yandell, of the Special Committee, 
to whom was referred the report of Dr. 
Pinkney on Foreign Naval Medical Affairs, 
submitted at the session of the Association 
in 1870, presented the said report and 
moved its reference to the Committee on 
Education. 

The motion prevailed. 

Dr. E. T. Barber, of Yreka, submitted a 
report upon a case of fracture of the neck 
of the femur in a child seven years of age. 

Referred to the Committee on Publica- 


on. 

The Chairman of the Section on Materia 
Medica and Chemistry, Dr. Yandell, report- 
ed having received a valuable paper from 
Dr. Gibbons, of Alameda, entitled The 
Botany of the Pacific Coast. The paper 
was accompanied by one hundred and 
eighty specimens of indigenous plants, &c., 


and would certainly be considered a valua- 
ble contribution to the science of medicine. 

The Committee moved that the paper be 
referred to the Committee on Publication. 

Dr. Gibbons arose and requested that the 
recommendation of the committee be with- 
drawn. The paper was not complete—not 
as _— as he could make it by additional 
work. 

On motion, a vote of thanks was , 
and the paper returned to its author for 
completion. 

Dr. H. R. Storer, delegate from the 
American Medical Association to the Cana- 
dian Medical Association, submitted a verbal 
report in behalf of himself and associates— 
Dr. Sullivan, of Boston, and Dr. Gerrish, of 
New York. He eulogized the Canadian 
Association. Its members were far above 
the members of the American Association 
in point of medical education—almost all 
of them having graduated from European 
Colleges of note. 

The Committee on Nominations made the 
following report: For President, Dr. D. W. 
Yandell, of Kentucky; First Vice President, 
Thos. M. Logan, of California; Second 
Vice President, C. L. Ives, of Alabama; 
Third Vice President, R. M. Mitchell, of 
Alabama; Fourth Vice President, J. K. 
Bartlett, of Wisconsin; Assistant Secre- 
tary, D. Murray Chester; Librarian, F. A. 
Ashford, Philadelphia ; Treasurer, C. Wes- 
ton, Philadelphia. Next place of meeting, 
Philadelphia. 

On motion of Dr. Davis, the report was 
accepted, and the officers unanimously 
elected. 

The Committee on Ethics submitted a 
partial report, recommending some remo- 
vals, &c., and asking time in the case of 
Dr. Thomas, the delegate from the Female 
College of Philadelphia. 

The report was accepted. 

Under the head of unfinished business, 
an amendment to the Constitution, offered 
at the last meeting of the Association by 
Dr. Hartshorne, of Philadelphia, was taken 
up for consideration. The proposed amend- 
ment is embodied in the following reso- 
lution :— 

“* Resolved, That nothing in this Consti- 
tution shall be so construed as to prevent 
delegates from colleges in which women 
are taught and graduated in medicine, and . 
hospitals in which medical women, gradu- 
ates in medicine, attend, from being receiv- 
ed as members of this Association.”’ 

A lively discussion ensued, in the course 


of which remarks were made in favor of 
the resolution by Drs, Harding of Indiana, 
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King of Pennsylvania, Gibbons of Califor- 
nia, Atlee of Pennsylvania, and Thomas of 
Pennsylvania; and in opposition by Drs. 
Davis of Illinois, Johnson of Missouri, and 
McArthur of Illinois. A vote was taken, 
and the motion to adopt the resolution was 
indefinitely postponed. The Convention 
then adjourned until Friday. 


Fovurtn Day. 


The Association assembled at 9, A.M. 
President Stillé in the chair. 

A number of the delegates having de- 
parted for the interior, the attendance did 
not equal that of previous sessions. 

The minutes of meetings were 
read and approved. 

Dr. T. M. Logan, of Sacramento, submit- 
ted a series of resolutions recommending the 
establishment of a chair of hygiene in medi- 
cal schools, and suggesting a National 
Health Council on the principle of 
the State Boards of Health of Massachu- 
setts and California. 

Adopted, and referred to the Committee 
on Publication. 

Dr. Logan moved that the State of Penn- 
sylvania represented by the President, 
' Dr. Stillé, on the proposed Committee. 

Carried. 

The nominating committee reported the 
names of gentlemen selected by them for 
the various standing committees and for the 
officers of sections. 

The Secretary read the minutes of the 
Committee on Obstetrics and Medical Ju- 
risprudence. Referred to the Committee 
on Publication. 

Dr. O’Donnell offered a resolution con- 
demning criminal abortion, and urging 
stringent measures for its prevention. 

Surgeon J. M. Brown, of the United 
States Navy, returned the thanks of the 
medical gentlemen of this department of the 
public service for the hearty codperation of 
the Association in the recent contest be- 
tween line and staff; a contest to define the 
— and rights of the latter, and ac- 

nowledge the dignity of the profession. 
The law now recognized the usefulness of 
the staff, and regulated the rank of officers ; 
it did not give them all they were entitled 
to, but enough on which to make an honora- 
ble concession and fair compromise. 

Referred to the Committee on Publication. 

Dr. Montgomery, of Sacramento, offered 
a resolution to the effect that a Chair of 
Ethics should be established in all the Me- 
dical Colleges in the United States, either 
as an Independent Chair or in connection 
with some other department. Withdrawn. 


The number of licensed physicians in the 
United States has been ascertained by Dr. 
J. M. Toner, after considerable labor—ac- 
cording to the statement of Dr. McArthur, 
of Illinois. There are some 60,000 physi- 
cians; only 3,000 of them homeopaths. 
In view of the importance of these statis- 
tics, it was moved that they be referred to 
the Committee on Publication. 

The motion prevailed. 

In view of the fact that a proposition for 
a memorial to Sir James Y. Simpson had 
been inaugurated by the — of 
Europe and Canada, and that the codpera- 
tion of the American Medical Association 
was desired, Dr. Storer moved that the As- 
sociation take the necessary steps in the 
matter as an evidence of their appreciation 
of the deceased. 

Carried. 

The Committee on Ethics reported to re- 
fer the case of Dr. Martin, of Massachusetts, 
mentioned in the record of the first day’s 
meeting, to the local Society. Dr. T. M. 
Wise, of Kentucky, was appointed Chair- 
man of the Committee on Vaccination, in 
place of Dr. Martin, removed. 

Dr. Atlee, of Philadelphia, offered the 
following resolution :— 

Resolved,—That the American Medical 
Association acknowledges the right of its 
members to meet in consultation t —— 
ates and teachers of Women’s Medical 
Colleges, provided the code of ethics of the 
Association is observed. 

Dr. Storer hoped that no action would 
be taken on the resolution. Inasmuch as 
the question was discussed fully yesterday, 
he would protest against the question com- 
ing up again. He thought that the sense 
of the Association was fully ascertained by 
the votes already taken. | 

Dr. Johnson, of Missouri, had a few 
words to say in behalf of the resolution. 
He hoped it would pass. This was nota 
question as to the admission of women into 
the Association ; it was merely a resolution 
to protect the medical science. He would 
regret to have the women assailed by the 
Association; any honorable man would 
agree with him on that proposition. Let 
the women have their own associations and 
m their own affairs—but when it 
comes to consulting, all barriers should be 
removed. 

A sprightly discussion then ensued, 
which was en in by various members 
of the Convention; the proceedings as- 
sumed an uproarious character, and an in- 
cessant din took the place of legitimate 
debate. 
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The question recurred upon the original 
resolution. 

Dr. J. M. Brown moved that the subject 
matter be indefinitely postponed. 

Dr. Toner moved to lay the resolution 
upon the table. 

The President called for an expression of 
opinion by the Association. 

Misunderstanding the question before 
the house, many delegates arose, then be- 
came seated, and continued to give evi- 
dence of indecision, until the body of the 
house recalled reminiscences of the fishing 
excursion by the incessant bobbing in 


progress. 

Finally a delegate called upon the Presi- 
dent to state the question. 

Dr. Atlee called for a vote upon his ori- 
ginal proposition. 

Dr. Davis desired to know if the Associa- 
tion would falsify its record of yesterday, 
and continue to wrangle until it was too late 
to go over the bay. The question under 
consideration did not amount to any more 
than tweedledee and tweedledum at best. 

Dr. Cole—I move that we adjourn until 
8 o’clock this evening, and make the con- 
sideration of this resolution the special 
order. Carried. 

The members of the Association, together 
with other invited guests, proceeded on an 
excursion to Oakland. 


Eventne Session. 


Tue Association assembled in the evening, 
ursuant to adjournment, President Stillé 
in the chair. 

The resolution on the female physician 
question, the special order of the evening, 
was discussed with great freedom. Final- 
ly, after a spicy debate— 

Dr. Matherly suggested that the Ameri- 
can Medical Association had no authority 
for meddling in local quarrels, and therefore 
moved an indefinite postponement of the 
subject matter. 

he motion prevailed. 

Dr. Storer submitted the following reso- 
lution :— 

Resolved, That this Association views 
with dissatisfaction the course of gentle- 
men who, in setting at defiance their local 
and State Societies, have contemplated the 
establishment of a precedent that, admitted 
in other matters, would at once destroy the 
authority of this Association. 

Indefinitely postponed, on motion of Dr. 
Gibbons. 

Resolutions of thanks to the officers, the 
Press, and railroad companies, were passed, 
after which the meeting adjourned sine die. 
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REORGANIZATION OF THE MASSACHUSETTS 
MEDICAL BENEVOLENT SOCIETY. 

On Monday, May 8th, a meeting of the 
Massachusetts Medical Benevolent Society 
was held at the house of its President, Dr. 
George C. Shattuck, for the purpose of re- 
organization under an act of incorporation 
recently obtained from the Legislature, 
whereby the Society is empowered to hold 
real and personal estate to the amount of 
fifty. thousand dollars. 

Organized but a few years since, through 
the efforts of a few individuals, this Society 
has already become one of our important 
charitable institutions. It includes in its 
list of members physicians from all parts of 
the State, and has for its object the relief of 
members of the profession and their families, 
whether or not they are or ever have been 
connected with the Society. The Society 
imposes but a light pecuniary burden upon 
its members—three dollars entrance fee, 
and two dollars annual assessment, or 
twenty-five dollars for life membership ; but 
it has been fortunate in receiving bequests 
from its own deceased members and from 
benevolent persons not of the medical pro- 
fession, so that its fund has been increased 
to the sum of ten thousand dollars. 

The Council of the Society are desirous, 
as we learn, of making this institution more 
widely useful by extending its assistance 
to a larger number of beneficiaries. In or- 
der to widen the circle of their charities 
they desire to add largely to their numbers. 
Physicians who may wish to second the de- 
sires of the Council and increase the useful- 
ness of the Society by becoming members, 


are invited to send their applications to the, 


Secretary, Dr. Hall Curtis, 2 Spruce Street, 
Boston. 

If is also the wish of the Council to make 
the benefits of the Society immediately 
available to as great an extent as is possi- 
ble ; they therefore request that instances of 
pecuniary distress among the members of 
the profession or in the families of disabled 
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or deceased physicians may be at once| No reply having been sent to this, No. 3 
brought to the notice of the President or | ¥4§ received. 

Secretary, so that measures may be taken No. 3. : 

for their relief. Puapetrnia, Sept. 9th, 1870. 


From our own personal knowledge of the 
Massachusetts Medical Benevolent Society, 
we are confident of its ability to accomplish 
a great amount of good among our poor 
and suffering brethren, and are sure that 
members of the profession who will contri- 
bute to its funds by giving the small sum 
asked for membership will bless themselves 
while they extend their bounty to the 
needy. 


Purcnase or Honorary Decrees. By 
Francis Wituams, Boston.—In the JournaL 
for April 20th there was an article with the 
above title, which leads to the publication 
of the history below. It is a part of the 
same story, and the correspondence would 
have been pursued farther but for want of 


time. 

Into the hands of one of the profession 
came the card of which the following is a 
Copy 

Cotteciate Agency.—This agency has 
been established for the purpose of giving 
such information as is generally necessary 
before entering upon a collegiate course of 
_ study, or taking any of the learned degrees. 
Books, medicines, instruments, &c., will 
also be sent C. O. D., at market rates, upon 
receipt of orders. Physicians’ practices 
sold on accommodating terms. Through 
the recommendation of this agency, physi- 
cians, lawyers, clergymen and teachers can 
obtain the honors of all the universities in 
the United States, such as the de of 
A.M., A.B., M.D.,8.D.D., D.D., LL.D.; &e. 
For additional particulars address 

“A. J. Hare, M.D., 
‘214 Jacoby Street, Philadelphia.’ 


The gentleman who received it wrote’ to 
the address indicated, to see at what cost 
a degree could be obtained from Harvard 
University. To this letter came the follow- 

ing reply :— 


0. 2. 
June 13th, 1870. 

Dear Sir,—Yours of the 3d inst. received. 
You can obtain the honorary degree of 
M.D. from the University of this city (ilep.) 
for $50, sent by expressC. 0. D. This isa 
regular made out Latin degree, the same as 
issued to regular graduates. Your name 

in full and date you wish will be required. 
Very respectfully, A.J. Hare, M.D. 


Dear Sir,—Doubtless you replied to my 
last letter of June 13th, but owing to ab- 
sence and change of address I] have never 
received it. Hoping to hear from you soon, 

I remain, very respectfully, 
A.J Tate, M.D. 


Please address, without any name, 
Lock Box 38, Camden, N. J. 


The correspondence terminated with the 
following letter, No. 4,and the papers pass- 
ed into the hands of a second member of 
the profession. 

0. 4 


Boston, Sept. 14th. 

Dear Sir,—I had not yet answered yours 
of the 13th, but beg to say that you did not 
tell me whether I could obtain a degree 
from some college in this neighborhood. 
Your card says ‘‘ obtain the honors of all 
the universities,’ and I should hardly be 
willing to pay $50.00 for a degree from a 
college so little known here as the one 
from which you offer me a degree. Please 
let me know further about your ability to pro- 
cure me a degree from such a college as 
would be of more use to me here; or if 
this is out of the question, let me know 
who are the professors of the ‘‘ Medical 
University of Philadelphia,” and whether 
they include any names well known to the 
profession. Very respectfully, 

A. J. Hate, M.D. 


The gentleman who wrote this last letter 
passed these papers into the hands of the 
writer of this article, who commenced the 
correspondence with No. 5. The reply to 
this letter is No. 6. 


No. 5. 
(Confidential.) 
Boston, Oct., 1870. 

A. J. Hate, M.D. Dear Sir,—On what 
terms can you obtain for me the degree of 
M.D. from Harvard University, or from the 
University of Pennsylvania? Which will 
be the least costly? Shall I be obliged to 
attend a course of study at either of them? 

If this can be avoided I should like it. 
I am respectfully yours, 
Francis WILLIAMS. 


No. 6. 
Oct. 20th, 1870. 
Dr. Wituams. Dear Sir,—Yours of 15th 
inst. received. Am sorry to say that it is 
out of my — to obtain for you the de- 
gree of M.D. 


from either of the institutions 
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you mentioned. If some other will suit 
you (and I know there are others that will 
do you the same good with precisely = 
advantages), I may accommodate you. Can 
obtain one from the ‘‘ American University ”’ 
here, provided you send me a certificate 
signed by the P. M., or any other responsi- 
ble man of your county, certifying that you 
are either a practising physician, or a stu- 
‘dent of medicine, or in some way that the 
Faculty may know that the degree is con- 
ferred upon one that has some knowledge 


No. 9. 
(Confidential.) 
Boston, Nov. 20, 1870. 

My Dear Sirn,—Your letter of the 6th, I 
only received a day or two since. I think 
I can furnish plenty of applicants, but some 
of them want to know whose names are to 
go on the diplomas, and if the University 
with which you are connected is a real 
thing. If so, 1 think we might find men 
who would like to be LL.D.’s also. Please 
answer soon, and direct as before. 


of medicine. The above is the lowest in Very respectfully yours, 
price ($50), by — C. ILLIAMS. 
ou accept, sen e date you wou e, . 
Very respectfully, The and earnestness of the reply 
Lock Box 38, Camden, N. J. | Will be seen in 


P. S.—If you can send another order or 
two, it would lighten yours very much. 
Francis Wituams, Boston. 


No. 7. 
(Confidential.) 

Boston, Nov. 2, 1870. 
My Dear Sir,—Your letter of Oct. 20th, 
was received by mail in good season, and 
I have delayed answering again, till you 
perhaps have given up the expectation. I 
understood that you had power to get me a 
degree from any University. Is it not so? 
If you cannot let me have one from either 
of the two I spoke of, perhaps you can get 
me one from one of the New York Colleges. 
Is it necessary for me to furnish the certifi- 
cate you speak of? for that I cannot send 
you. Suppose that I could get a number 
of applications and forward them, would it 
not answer as well? I am very respect- 

fully § Yours, Francis Wiuams. 


No. 8. 
Nov. 6, 1870. 

Dr. Wituams. Dear Sir,—Yours of 2d 
inst. received. Certificates are required in 
all cases to ensure success; but from my 
connection with the University of this city 
I think it very probable that you can be 
accommodated. If you will send me one 
more order besides yours, and the date 
you wish them, I will furnish the two at 
the price I wrote you for each, by ex- 
press C. O. D. And if you can furnish 
other orders from your friends, you will be 
allowed twenty per cent. ($10.00) on each. 
Hoping to hear from you soon, I remain 

Very respectfully, 
ck Box 38, Camden, N. J. 

No allusion, it will be seen, is made to 
the New York Schools, in No. 7, which, of 
course, leaves it to be inferred that they 
also are not to be tampered with. On the 
20th of November was sent 


No. 10. 
Campen, N. J., Nov. 28, 1870. 
Dr. Wittiams.—Dear Sir,—Yours of the 
20th inst. to hand. Yes, sir, the Univer- 
sity with which I am connected is a reality. 
A regularly chartered Medical Institution, 
now in successful operation, all right and 
legal. Please see circular enclosed. You 
need never hesitate to guarantee the legal- 
ity of this Institution in every respect. 
ease let me hear from you immediately, 
and oblige Yours truly. 
Address, Lock Box 38, Camden, N. J. 


With this came the printed circular of 
the American University of Philadelphia, 
with a long list of trustees and professors. 
This is enclosed to the editor of the Journat, 
who can make what use of it he pleases. 
The correspondence was broken off at this 
point, but an attempt at renewal was made 
as follows from the other end of the line. 


No. 11. 
Newark, N. J., Jan. 30, 1871. 
Dr. Wiu1ams,—Not having heard from 
you lately, I concluded to drop you a line 
or two. I ordered some circulars to be 
sent you some time ago; did you receive 
them? Ifso, what are the prospects for 
applicants? Hoping to hear from you soon, 
I remain yours, &c. A. J. H., M.D. 
N.B. Aslam sojourning up here for a 
few weeks, please address my Box only— 
thus—Lock Box 60, Newark, N. J. 


In this was enclosed the accompanying 


CANCERS AND OTHER Tumors 
Removed without the Use of Knife or 


Caustic. 
Information imparted for a Reasonable Sum. 
Address 
Lock Box, 60. Newark, N. J. 
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RemMaRKABLE Precociry.—Our correspond- 
ent, G. W. R., who, in the Journat of May 
4th, has mistaken Dr. Pinkham’s allusion to 
the nursery talk of an infant for the articu- 
late language of “grown up folk,’’ has 
called out several criticisms, the pith of 
which is given in the communication of 
our friend T. If G. W. R. hasn’t attained 
to the dignity of a position where he can 
listen to the baby prattle of his own little 
ones, he can hardly be expected to credit 
the wonderful effects of chloral in the case 
related by Dr. Pinkham. Dr. P. himself 
says, ‘‘ Yes, I meant to say that the child 
‘talked ;’ but, of course, in baby language, 
and presume your correspondent is not a 
pater familias, or he would readily have 
understood my meaning.”’ 

The following note explains itself :— 


Messrs. Editors,—In reading your Jour- 
naL Of May 4, I was amused by the criti- 
cism of your correspondent G. W. R., who 
surely cannot have devoted much time to 
the study of pediology or carefully observ- 
ed the habits and customs of the baby spe- 
cies. Had he done so, he would have easi- 
ly learned that babies do ‘‘talk”’ at a very 
early age, and even “tell little stories ’’—an 
indication that they feel well and happy. 
Moreover, any old nurse or mother Conld 
tell him that ‘‘ erections”? are no unusual 
thing in children, and sometimes precede 
even ‘ baby-talk.”’ T. 


Castor Ow.—A correspondent suggests 
that this article of the Pharmacopeia may 
easily be made palatable by the employ- 
ment of glycerine as an excipient; in fact, 
the dose will be found as ‘‘ sweet as honey ”’ 
and devoid of any unpleasant taste :— 

RK. Glycerine (puriss), 
Ol. ricini, 44 Fij. ; 
Ol. cinnamomi, ™ iv. M. 

The ol. cinnam. should be rubbed up with 
the glycerine, and the ol. ricini then added, 
.and the whole well mixed, by being shaken, 
when used. In larger doses, lessen the 
proportion of the glycerine. 


Messrs. Eprrors,—The letter of Dr. J. R. 
Nicho]s in your last issue contains just the 
statement of the danger attendant on the 
use of leaden water-pipes, which I wish to 
see incorporated in the circular of the Spot 


Pond Water Commissioners, especially this 
sentence: ‘‘ So long as this liability” (to 
disturbance of the protective coating) ‘‘ex- 
ists, however small the risk, they must be 
regarded as dangerous.”’ In the absence 
of such a warning, I must continue to re- 
gard the circular as certain to do mischief. 
He seeks to convey the impression that 
I have not properly inquired into the ques- . 
tion of the effects of zinc salts on the human 
system, either by personal observation or 
by consulting respectable authorities. In 
this — he mistakes. Without pretend- 
ing to have made an exhaustive study of 
the subject, I have yet examined it suffi- 
ciently to be entitled to hold and express 
an opinion upon it, and this opinion (in re- 
gard to the views advanced by Dr. Nichols) 
may be summed up in a quotation from the 
U. 8. Dispensatory, which immediately fol- 
lows the passage on zinc colic, quoted 
from that work in his letter: ‘“‘ This state- 
ment, however, is, to say the least, very 
questionable.’’* F. Winsor. 


Norrotk District Mepicat Sociery.—At 
the annual meeting held at Hyde Park, 
Wednesday, May 10th, the following off- 
cers were chosen :— 


Dr. Christopher C. Holmes, of Milton, 
President; Dr. Edward Jarvis, of Dorches- 
ter, Vice President; Dr. Charles E. Sted- 
man, of Dorchester, Secretary; Dr. Eben 
P. Burgess, of Dedham, Treasurer; Dr. 
D. S. Fogg, of South Dedham, Librarian. 

Councillors.—Dr. G. J. Arnold, of Rox- 
bury; Dr. Robert Amory, of Brookline ; 
Dr. B. E. Cotting, of Roxbury; Dr. B. 
Cushing, of Dorchester; Dr. G. Faulkner, 
of Jamaica Plain; Dr. W. C. B. Fifield, of 
Harrison Square; Dr. F. F. Forsaith, of 
Weymouth; Dr. J. G. S. Hitchcock, of 
Foxboro’; Dr.,C. C. Holmes, of Milton ; 
Dr. E. Jarvis, of Dorchester; Dr. A. LeB. 
Monroe, of Medway. 

Censors.—Dr. J.S. Green, of Dorchester; 
Dr. J. Seaverns, of Roxbury; Dr. C. C. 
Tower, of So. Weymouth ; Dr. C. E. Sted- 
man, of Dorchester; Dr. ‘J. Stedman, of 
Jamaica Plain. 

Commissioner of Trials.—Dr. S. Salis- 
bury, 

ommittee of Supervision.—Dr. 5. E. 
Stone, of Walpole; Dr. W. 8S. Everett, 
Hyde Park. 

Dr. Seaverns delivered the annual address 
on “‘ Recent Advances in Medical Science 
and their Influence on Therapeutics.” 


* U.S. Dispensatory, Philadelphia, 1871. 
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Medical Wliscellany. 


Pursations oF THE Heart, AND THE 
Sex or THE CuiLp.—In an interesting statistical 
per, read before the Obstetrical Society of Edin- 
rgh, Dr. J. Cumming states:—‘* When the 
ion varies from 120 to 140, the probability 
is that the fetus will be a male, and when the 
Isation varies from 140 to 160, the fetus will 
Fikely be found to be a female. But there are 
some exceptions to these facts. In three cases 
in which the pulsation was from 150 to 160, the 
fetus proved to be a male; and in fifteen cases in 
which the pulsation varied from 116 to 138, the 
fetuses were found to be females. It therefore 
that there is less frequent variation in the 
pulsation in the male fetus than in the female; 
or rather that there are fewer cases in which the 
heart’s action exceeds 140 in the male, than that 
it falls below that number in the female.—Zdin- 
burgh Medical Journal. 


ABSTINENCE FROM PUuRGATIVES IN CasEs OF 
Operative SuRGERY.—Dr. Theodore A. M'Graw, 
of Detroit (Detroit Review of Medicine and Phar- 
macy), reports a favorable case of excision uf the 
elbow-joint, and alludes to one point in the treat- 
ment which he would specially insist upon, as well 
as in all cases of operative surgery, viz.: the ab- 
stinence from all purgatives until the fever result- 
ing from the injury has subsided. Mr. Skey first 
called the attention of the profession to the inju- 
rious effects of purgation immediately after the 
loss of blood, asserting correctly Nature 
refused to allow the fluids of the body to pass by 
the bowels until the vital fluid had recovered iis 
proper volume. The same rule should be observed 
when great injuries have occurred with but little 
loss of blood. The shock to the nervous system, 
and the surgical fever following, alike contra- 
indicate purgative medicine. —N, Y. Med. Record. 

Our City Registrar’s Report for last week con- 
tains the remarkable entry of eight deaths of 
children under 12 months, in the infant asylum 
connected with one of the Hospitals in this city, 
and all reported in one day. 


SUGGESTIONS TO CORRESPONDENTS AND READERS. 
—Articles intended for publication in the JouRNAL 
must be written plainly and distinctly, on one side of the 

per only, properly paged, and with suitable divisions 

nio paragraphs. If so prepared, it is seldom if ever 
necessary that a proof of the article be sent to the wri- 
ter. The punctuality required in the issue of a week! 
periodical allows little time for proof-alterations or addi- 
tions. When a proof is sent ovt, it should be returned 
to the office promptly, as the press will in no case be 
kept waiting for it. 

Anonymous communications will not be published, un- 
less the name and address of the author are en 
to the Editor. 

Accepted articles will generally be inserted in the or- 
der in which they are received ; this rule will be waived, 
however, should the nature of the subject or the interest 
of the require it. 

Rejected articles will be returned, if stamps for the re- 
quisite postage be sent. 

Letters, requiring answer, addressed to the Editor or 


Publishers for the benefit of the writer, must enclose 
stamp to ensure a reply. 

nal articles, reports of societies, items of medical 
news, and professional communications of all kinds will 
be gladly received from members of the professi 
wherever resident, so far as they pertain to topics 
general interest. In the transactions of societies, the 
discussions which relate to questions of local importance, 
reports of business details, debates in extenso, and per- 
sonalities of all kind, will, as a rule, be excluded. 

The Editor does not hold himself responsible for the 
views and opinions yr in articles published; nor 
will their publication considered, in any way, as his 
endorsement of their sentiments. 


Booxs aNp PAMPHLETS and 
other Affections of the Nerves ;: Their Cure by Vibratory 
and Special Movements. By George H. Taylor, M.D., 
author of ‘* Exposition of the Swedish Movement Cure,’ 
&c. New York: 8S. R. Wells, Publisher. Pp. 149.— 
Constitution, By-Laws and Code of Ethics of the Colaum- 
bian Pharmaceutical Association, Washington, D. C. 
Organized and adopted April, 1871. Pp. 12.—Seven- 
teenth Annual Report of the New York Infirmary for 
Women and Children, 128 Second Avenue. For the year 
1870. Pp. 16.—Woman's Medical College of the New 
York Infirmary, 128 Second Avenue. Annual Cata 
and Announcement. Pp. 8.—Cataloguecf the Past and 
nt Officers and Members of the Boylston Medical 
Society of Harvard University. March, 1871. Pp. 36.— 
Sudden Death of an Applicant for Life Insurance. By 
8S. M. Bemiss, M.D., Professor of Theory and Practice 
of Medicine in the University of Louisiana. Pp. 8. 


Marriep,—In this city, 11th inst., Dr. James Read 
Chadwick to Katherine Maria, daugh 


ter of Dr. George 
H. Lyman. 
Deaths in sixteen Cities and Towns of 
Sor the week ending May 13, 1871. 
Cities and 


No. of 
Towns. Deaths. 
Boston « « Al2 


Charlestown ... 7 Pneumonia... . 
Worcester . . .. 14 Scarlet fever. . .. Il 

Chelsea . . 9 

Cambridge. . .. 18 

Lawrence .... 9 

Fitchburg 

Newburyport 0 

Somerville ... .3 

Fall River . . . . 8 

Haverhill . . .. 2 
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Lowell five deaths from small 
Senne, M.D., 


Secretary of State Board of Health, 


Deatus IN Boston for the week ending Saturday, 
May 13th, 112. Males, 60; females, 52. Accident, 2— 
abscess, l—apoplexy, 1—disease of the bowels, 1—bron- 
chitis, l—congestion of the brain, 3—disease of the 
brain, l—cancer, 3—cholera infantum, 1—cholera mor- 
bus, l—consumption, 26—convulsions, 4—croup, 1—de- 
bility, 2—diarrheea, |—dropsy, 2—dropsy of the brai 
4—epilepsy, 2—erysipelas, 3—scarlet fever, 4—typhoid 
fever, l—gangrene of legs, 1—disease of the heart, 3— 
semorr (cerebral), 1—infantile, 7—intemperance, 1 
—<isease of the kidneys, 4—disease of the liver, 2—con- 
gestion of the lungs, 3—inflammation of the lungs, 10— 
marasmus, 4—old age, 2—paralysis, l—premature birth, 
1—inflammation of the throat,- 1—un- 

nown, 3. 

Under 5 P ne of age, 41—between 5 and 20 8 
—between 20 and 40 years, 22—between 40 and 60 y 


17—above 60 years, 24. Born in the United States, 71— 
Ireland, 28—other places, 13. 
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